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SILICON IN APRIL 2000

In April, overall domestic shipments and production of silicon
ferroalloys plus metal, excluding silvery pig iron, were estimated
to have decreased by about 5% and increased by about 2%,
respectively, compared withthe corresponding figuresfor theprior
month, according to the U.S. Geological Survey. Accordingly, the
average daily rate decreased by about 2% for shipments and
increased by about 5% for production. Total producer stockswere
estimated to have decreased by about 3%.

The March trade data included in this report indicated that

monthly imports of 75% ferrosilicon rose to more than 30,000
tons, alevel higher than for any month in 1999 or 2000 to date.
Trade data for April were unavailable at the time of publication
and will be included in a subsequent report.

Published prices for silicon-based commodities are listed
below (Source: Platt’s Metals Week). Ferrosilicon prices are
based on the contained weight of silicon. All pricesare postedin
cents per pound.

Dealer Import Prices

50% Ferrosilicon

April 5 43.0-47.0
April 12 43.0-47.0
April 18 43.0-47.0
April 26 43.0-47.0

75% Ferrosilicon Silicon Metal
37.0-39.0 58.0-59.0
37.0-39.0 58.0-59.0
37.0-39.0 58.0-59.0
35.0-39.0 58.0-59.0
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TABLE 1

U.S. PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS, AND PRODUCER STOCKS OF SILICON ALLOYSAND METAL 1/ 2/ 3/

(Metric tons)

2000
Gross production 4/ Net shipments Stocks,
Material April Y ear to date April Y ear to date April 30
Ferrosilicon:
25%-55% silicon 5/ 21,100 80,100 15,700 57,900 43,800
56%-95% silicon 7,100 36,600 9,250 37,700 26,800
Silicon metal:
Excludes semiconductor grades 16,400 66,900 14,200 64,400 9,170
1/ Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2/ Includes U.S. Geological Survey estimates.
3/ Datafor silvery pigiron (less than 25% silicon) withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.
4/ Ferrosilicon production includes material consumed in the production of miscellaneous silicon aloys.
5/ Includes miscellaneous silicon alloys.
TABLE 2
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN MARCH 2000 1/ 2/
(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)
Y ear to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained
Country weight weight Vaue weight weight Value
Ferrosilicon:
More than 55% silicon:
Canada 340 204 $227,000 1,270 764 $925,000
CostaRica - - - 3 2 2,790
Jamaica 3 2 3,100 3 2 3,100
Korea, Republic of 98 59 96,100 446 268 374,000
Mexico 303 201 362,000 1,330 864 1,140,000
Total 744 465 688,000 3,050 1,900 2,440,000
Other ferrosilicon:
Audtralia 165 83 130,000 319 160 252,000
Canada 616 308 411,000 1,610 807 1,070,000
China 107 53 84,300 594 297 469,000
Germany - - - 33 17 55,800
India 48 24 37,900 649 325 513,000
Japan 18 9 19,600 381 190 318,000
Mexico 283 141 431,000 633 317 899,000
Norway - - - 36 18 33,400
South Africa - - - 18 9 20,500
Taiwan 41 18 113,000 62 27 171,000
Other (2 countries) 313 157 184,900 1,234 615 950,900
Total 1,590 793 1,410,000 5,570 2,780 4,760,000
Total ferrosilicon 2,340 1,260 2,100,000 8,620 4,680 7,200,000
Metal:
More than 99.99% silicon:
China 18 XX 562,000 38 XX 932,000
Denmark 5 XX 353,000 13 XX 951,000
France 18 XX 423,000 41 XX 1,170,000
Germany 25 XX 648,000 47 XX 2,490,000
Italy 6 XX 367,000 17 XX 1,110,000
Japan 326 XX 15,000,000 862 XX 39,900,000
Korea, Republic of 50 XX 3,140,000 97 XX 6,760,000
Maaysia 11 XX 2,210,000 31 XX 6,510,000
Poland - - - 8 XX 312,000
Taiwan 24 XX 886,000 83 XX 3,130,000
Other (23 countries) 15 XX 1,430,000 46 XX 4,010,000
Total 497 497 e 25,000,000 1,280 1,280 €/ 67,300,000
99.00% - 99.99% silicon:
France 5 5 7,540 199 197 277,000
Israel -- -- -- 4 4 5,480
Japan 4 4 5,480 42 42 59,300
Mexico 269 266 279,000 509 504 519,000
Total 278 276 292,000 753 747 861,000

See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 2--Continued
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN MARCH 2000 1/ 2/

(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)

Y ear to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained
Country weight weight Vaue weight weight Value
M etal--Continued:
Other silicon:
Canada 331 322 $339,000 1,020 987 $1,040,000
China - - - 16 16 92,700
Dominican Republic - - - 13 12 23,100
Germany 16 15 20,500 94 92 124,000
Italy - - - 21 21 38,900
Japan 30 29 39,100 80 78 105,000
Korea, Republic of 2 2 6,500 14 13 23,600
Mexico 221 214 363,000 933 905 2,130,000
Philippines - - - 32 31 42,200
Taiwan - - - 92 90 122,000
Other (8 countries) 50 48 99,000 73 71 149,000
Total 649 631 868,000 2,380 2,310 3,890,000
Total silicon metal 1,430 1,400 26,200,000 4,420 4,350 72,000,000
e Estimated. XX Not applicable. -- Zero.
1/ Presentation of monthly data is based on the year-to-date quantities (gross weight) of the top ten countries.
2/ Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
Source: Bureau of the Census.
TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN MARCH 2000 1/ 2/
(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)
Y ear to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained
Country weight weight Vaue weight weight Value
Ferrosilicon:
55% - 80% silicon, over 3% Ca:
Argentina - - - 53 33 $50,700
Brazil - - - 60 38 61,500
France 18 12 $28,800 71 43 115,000
Macedonia - - - 3,200 2,400 1,700,000
United Kingdom 10 7 65,900 10 7 65,900
Total 28 19 94,600 3,390 2,520 1,990,000
55% - 80% silicon, Other:
Brazil 4,230 3,220 2,380,000 4,320 3,290 2,400,000
Canada 396 302 301,000 1,420 1,080 1,080,000
France 451 3/ 280 3/ 719,000 3/ 689 442 1,180,000
Germany 85 64 385,000 135 102 629,000
Kazakhstan 8,980 6,660 4,930,000 8,980 6,660 4,930,000
Norway 8,790 6,620 4,860,000 26,900 20,300 15,300,000
Portugal - - - 385 292 105,000
Russia 3,050 1,810 1,370,000 5,200 3,390 2,390,000
South Africa 4,320 3,250 2,390,000 6,190 4,650 3,370,000
United Kingdom - - - 23 17 161,000
Others (3 countries) 62 45 73,000 6,800 5,100 3,670,000
Total 30,400 22,300 17,400,000 61,000 45,300 35,200,000
More than 90% silicon:
Canada -- -- -- 17 17 22,500
Magnesium ferrosilicon:
Argentina 140 67 99,800 460 221 357,000
Brazil 59 27 51,400 1,340 590 970,000
Canada 35 17 39,700 93 a4 112,000
China 318 3/ 111 3/ 250,000 3/ 1,220 484 848,000
Germany 1 1 4,220 1 1 4,220
Japan 2 4 3,260 33 16 76,700
Netherlands - - - 20 10 18,400
Norway 1,080 499 988,000 2,510 1,160 2,300,000
Total 1,640 721 1,440,000 5,680 2,520 4,680,000

See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 3--Continued
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN MARCH 2000 V/ 2/

(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)

Y ear to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained
Country weight weight Value weight weight Vaue
Ferrosilicon--Continued:
Other ferrosilicon:
Canada 792 281 $678,000 3,010 1,000 $2,400,000
Japan 33 17 56,600 50 878 85,100
Norway - - - 40 6 47,800
South Africa 143 49 52,900 170 53 77,400
Total 968 348 788,000 3,270 1,940 2,610,000
Total ferrosilicon 33,000 23,300 19,700,000 73,400 52,300 44,500,000
Metal:
More than 99.99% silicon:
Austrdia - XX - (4 XX 2,500
Denmark 4/ XX 59,800 (D) XX 79,800
Germany 45 XX 4,670,000 117 XX 14,300,000
Itay 22 XX 1,130,000 106 XX 5,260,000
Japan 32 XX 1,830,000 93 XX 4,780,000
Korea, Republic of 11 XX 150,000 34 XX 496,000
Russia - XX - (D) XX 7,100
Spain - XX - (D) XX 2,380
Sweden 1 XX 153,000 2 XX 289,000
Switzerland 4 XX 44,700 4/ XX 50,600
Others (2 countries) (4)) XX 15,300 (4)) XX 24,600
Total 111 111 ¢ 8,060,000 353 353 25,300,000
99.00% - 99.99% silicon:
Australia - - - 18 18 24,700
Brazil 1,440 1,430 1,880,000 5,400 5,360 6,570,000
Canada 861 855 1,180,000 2,490 2,470 3,460,000
China 40 40 35,300 280 278 240,000
Japan - - - 41 1 53,000
Korea, Republic of 1,080 3/ 1,070 3/ 954,000 3/ 1,260 1,240 1,110,000
Norway 360 357 580,000 740 743 1,200,000
Russia - - - 2,510 2,420 2,520,000
Saudi Arabia 820 814 794,000 2,120 2,100 2,050,000
South Africa 3,800 3/ 3,790 3/ 4,590,000 3/ 7,220 7,180 8,190,000
Others (2 countries) 3 3 19,600 6 6 41,300
Total 8,400 8,360 10,000,000 22,100 21,800 25,500,000
Other silicon:
Canada 1,710 1,680 2,290,000 4,630 4,570 5,890,000
China 246 3/ 235 3/ 208,000 3/ 1,000 980 857,000
Korea, Republic of - - - 240 236 210,000
Norway 18 4 53,000 18 (4/) 53,000
Russia - - - 3,110 3,060 2,460,000
South Africa 1,030 3/ 975 3/ 878,000 3/ 1,840 1,360 1,070,000
United Kingdom 38 37 41,100 76 74 92,000
Total 3,040 2,930 3,470,000 10,900 10,300 10,600,000
Total silicon metal 11,600 11,400 21,600,000 33,300 32,500 61,400,000

e Estimated. XX Not applicable. -- Zero.
1/ Presentation of monthly data is based on the year-to-date quantities (gross weight) of the top ten countries.

2/ Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
3/ All or part of these data have been referred to the Bureau of the Census for verification.

4/ Lessthan 1/2 unit.

Source: Bureau of the Census.



